
June 24.2013 


The Hoi unable Rick Scon 
Governor of Florida 
'Ihc Capitol 
400 S. Monroe Sired 
Tallahassee. Florida J2399 


Dear (iov. Scott: 

I uni writing to wvee aguin urge thai you coll ll>e Hate i . , . lature back into a special 
session lo reconsider the decision not in expand Medicaid coverage in Florid* 

You had init tatty voiced support for, and lite Florida Senate passed, a bill thai would have 
enabled Medicaid lo> provide health caic coverage to ,in additional one million low-income 
Flojidians. But when Ihc slate llouso refused lo consider such an expansion, tltc Ecgislmion died. 

As a result, our stale now stand* to lose nn estimated $51 billion over the itcxt 1 yean in 
federal funding it would have received to cover Ihe coal of expanding Medicaid coverage. Wc 
will also iose between 70.000 luhl 1 22,000 new jobs that recent sludics show an expansion of 
Medicaid would have creaitcd. 

As slate Sen. Don Cincix has been quoted as saying. "A big concern is if stole lawmakers 
decide not to accept the [fcdcral| money, more tlian 100.000 high paying medical jobs may not 
come to Florida." 

Meantime. Floridiatu arc led lo pick up llic tab as those who can't afford insurance 
continue turning to hospital emergency rooms for their primary cure - where costs arc the 
highest. By one estimate, covering the health-cafe cos is of lite uninsured odds about 30 percent 
lo the price employers have lo pay lo provide hcnlth insurance to Ihcir employees. 

Some of our state's- biggest employers, including Watt Disney World. I'ublix Super 
Markets and Florida Power A Light, are part of coalitions ilka! recently have -acknowledged their 
suppori for expanding hcalth-caic coverage to our most-impoverished rcsidcnls. 


Letter to Gov. Scon 


fcarlicrthis month you traveled lo Paris for an air show and while there announced a 
French firm would move to Florida over Ihe next several years and create 40 job* in nw stale I 
congratulate you. But, if you were In call a special session of llle Legislature and urge stale 
lawmakers lo linen to the people and btmncu leaders of Florida, the expansion of Medicaid 
alone could create 3.000 limes that many jobs. 

Put's based on a University of Florida study estimating that over ihc next 10 years 
121,04$ rtcW Job* would result from Medicaid expansion: and. on a Families USA calculation 
Dial Ihc expansion would create 70,000 new jobs. 

While Florida isn't the only Mate that's refusing to expand Medicaid under the new 
federal health care law. it has until January lo reconsider. But with the ncxi legislative session 
noi until next anting, this can't be done without a special session in ihc ncxi few months. 
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Sincerely, 



